PREFACE.

Tins work presents to the world a picture of the men and
events that have passed "before mo during the thirty years of
my life in India. The objects and limits of 'the under-
taking are set forth in the beginning of the introductory chapter,
and therefore the preface may be brief. My last book,i India
in 1880/ related to external things, to measures of national
improvement, to results produced by diverse trains of causes,
to the character and disposition of the Natives in masses. But
it rarely or never comprised any delineation of individual
character. This book, on the contrary, is mainly devoted to the
de3crii)tic)n of particular men in their public capacities, or to
summaries of their official conduct, and of their idiosyncrasies
as displayed in tho manner whereby they served the country.
More or loss of space is allotted according to the importance
of the parts they played, or tho magnitude of the sphere in which
their powers found employment. The account given of them is
derived from personal knowledge, and nob from annals or records.
It therefore is not absolutely complete as a chronicle either of
them or of the circumstances in which they moved, For 1 cannot
pretend to know everything about the many persons who are
noticed in this work, or to have been acquainted with all the men
and affairs of a whole generation, in so wide an empire JIB India.
Consequently some well-known events, or some affectionately
remembered episodes may be found to have boon omitted from
tho narrative, and may therefore be missed by those who arc
familiar with the time to which it refers. But unions I have
actual cognisance of these cases, I do not trouble the reader
with any* history of them, however interesting thoy may bu.